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One of the biggest questions we get asked from our honeymoon clients is "Can we just 
escapes to a island and get married instead of planning a big wedding?" This usually comes after a 

few months of frustration and budgeting for a local wedding with a large guest list and many vendors 
to coordinate. The short answer is yes, of course you can! Its very easy and much more affordable 

than that reception at a fancy hotel for $80 a head (or more!). Of course you feel obligated to invite 
massive amounts of people so no one feels excluded! I know, I started on this route myself many 

moons ago before I planned my own destination wedding. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
However before abandoning ship and jumping on the Destination Wedding 

train, there are a few things to consider: 
 

1.) Make sure both you and your fiancé are not only on board but excited about the idea. After you both 
decide that a destination wedding is for you, then start considering guests. 
 
2.) There are usually some core folks you really want to be there (Mom, Dad, siblings, best friends, etc). Get a 
feel for their take on the idea as well. Not everyone will agree with your decision and that's okay. Always do 
what you feel is right for you. However, you definitely want to have a conversation with those closest to you 
so they are aware of your plans. 
 
3.) Budget - The majority of your cost for a Destination Wedding will be your personal hotel stay and flights. 
And you were going to take a honeymoon anyway so...… 
Its true, the biggest chunk of the cost will be your actual stay. Many resorts offer free weddings which cuts out 
the cost of things like your bouquet, the ceremony and legal fees to get married in that particular country. Yes 
you can actually get married for free! BUT if you are planning on having guests and want the big private 
reception, DJ, lots of décor, etc., this is where the cost comes in. One caveat to this is if you are bringing a 
group of people down with you. Many resorts will offer wedding concessions like a free reception or free 
welcome dinner. Usually, that starts at the 12th room and up. These are things we will discuss at our free 
consultation to see if a Destination Wedding is right for you. And if its not, we can always just plan your 
honeymoon instead! <3 
 
4.) The DIY or Control Freak Bride - If this is you, a destination wedding may not be the best fit. I like to say 
this upfront because I have seen it happen time and time again. Yes you can bring a few things to the resort 
like your guest gift bags or maybe some of the silk flower bouquets you put together at home. A few items 
that fit inside a suite case are perfectly fine. However you will not be able to bring all of your décor with you. 
Its costly to ship or check bags and there are chances of things breaking, etc. Also, keep in mind that all of 
the planning will be done without seeing the venue in person. Yes there are pictures. Yet this can be tough on 



the bride who wants absolute control over everything. You won't be able to see the flowers, taste the cake or 
see the décor until you are on property. 

 

 

 

Did I scare you off yet? Hopefully not because a Destination Wedding is a very relaxing, stress free 
way to get married! A Destination Wedding is for those folks who want to just show up and have 

everything taken care of. They want the ease of planning a wedding without having to worry about all 
the little details. One of the best parts of a Destination Wedding is actually the quality time spent with 
your guests. Regular weddings done locally go by in a flash. It's a few hours (and a lot of money) and 
then its over. With a Destination Wedding, you get at least 3 days of quality time with your favorite 

people. It is one of the few if not only times, you will have all of these people together in one 
place. The memories you create there will be some of the most cherished memories you hold 

forever. I still remember my own and it was one of the best weeks of my life! However the #1 reason 
to consider a Destination Wedding is the cost savings! According to The Knot’s research study, the 
average cost of a traditional wedding has surpassed $33,000. WOWZA, now that’s a lot of money. 

 

 

 

Above: The average cost of a wedding by city in 2017 (YIKES!!!!!!!!!) 
 

So How Much Does a Destination Wedding Cost, Seriously? 
 
This varies on what all you want your wedding to entail. However, there are three costs for you to 
consider: 



 
1.     The cost for your travel (hotel and flights) 
2.     The cost for your guests' travel (hotel and flights) 
3.     The cost of the wedding ceremony, reception and other wedding related events on the resort 
 
When you choose to have an all-inclusive wedding, guests pay their own travel. The good news is all 
your guests know the cost upfront and can budget for one amount. They are also able to make 
payment plans. Even better, you score perks for the more guests you bring that could actually earn 
you FREE travel for yourself. Meaning, your budget just got bigger. Your travel agent can tell you what 
applies as each resort has their own promotions and wedding programs. When you work with your 
resort wedding planner, they will share with you options that include styling, makeup, bouquets 
cakes, music and more. Most couples average 45-65 guests and spend anywhere from $5,000 to 
$15,000 on their wedding and events. 
Usually the average cost for guest staying a min. 3 nights at a resort with transportation + flights start 
at $1250 per person.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Above: A client Destination Wedding in Playa del Carmen, MX 
 

  

  

So how does Escapes Unlimited AZ help the Destination Wedding bride? 
First, our services are FREE to you. As travel agents, we get paid by the resorts we do business with. You 
get the added benefit of an expert travel agent and destination wedding planner for free. We offer a 
concierge planning service where we will meet with you at a local Panera Bread on your side of town 
(and yes we meet nights and weekends)! We will first go over the resorts and locations and find the spot 
that is right for you. Then we talk wedding. We go over what is included in the "free wedding" and other 
wedding concessions and credits you can earn when you bring a group to the resort. 
 
We plan destination weddings at All-Inclusive resorts in the Caribbean. We have found that specializing 
in this niche allows us to be experts. We do not do cruises or Hawaii (you will pay the same if not more 
for a Hawaii wedding as there are no all-inclusive resorts there) 
 
What resorts do we work with? First and foremost we love Sandals and Beaches Resorts for 
weddings! That's why you see us promote them so heavily. We feel they really give our clients the most 
"bang for their buck" in terms of wedding offerings. If you are looking to save money on the wedding, 
this is where you should start. However in places like Mexico and Costa Rica where there are no Sandals 
Resorts we recommend resorts such as Secrets Resorts, Dreams Resorts, Palace and LeBlanc Resorts, 
Hard Rock Resorts and Unico. 

 



  

  

Still not sure? Check out some of our past destination wedding clients: 
 

 

Melanie & Jeff - Negril, Jamaica 
 

 

What was your favorite part of your 
destination wedding: Our favorite 

memory from our destination 
wedding is spending all the extra time 

with our friends and family that we 
wouldn’t have had if we got married 

at home. 
 

 

Describe your wedding style: Our 
wedding style was definitely the 

ultimate beach wedding. From the 
linen grooms-wear to the soft tulle 

dress and our whole party barefoot in 
the sand. 

 

 

What was your favorite detail of the 
wedding: Our favorite detail was the 

beach! It was such a beautiful 
backdrop and setting for our wedding 

and reception. And speaking of 
details, it was great not having to 

stress and worry about all the little 
details coming together for a 
wedding. Sandals took care of 
everything and made it all just 

perfect! 
 

  

  

Christina & Danny - St Lucia 
 

 

What was your favorite part of your 
destination wedding: So many 

wonderful memories were created 
during our time spent there but we 

had to chose one we both agree was 
an impromptu romantic dance in the 
courtyard to an amazingly talented 

singer that was singing with an 
acoustic guitar player. The moment 
touched Christina so much she was 

tearing up. 
 

 

Describe your wedding style: Very 
simple and casual 

 

 

What was your favorite detail of the 
wedding: By far the best part was 
being able to say our vows in the 
chapel over the water. What an 

amazing setting!! 
 



  

  

More destination wedding love.... 
 

 

Erin & Matt - Montego Bay, 
Jamaica 

 

 

Ryan & Kyla - Turks and Caicos 
 

 

Dr & Jennifer Underwood - Ocho 
Rios, Jamaica 

 

 

Erin & Taylor - Grenada Vow 
Renewal 

 

 

Mandy & Josh - Montego Bay, 
Jamaica 

 

 

Devina & Zeke - Playa Del 
Carmen, Mexico 

 

 

Jennifer & John - South Coast, 
Jamaica 

 

 

Kerri & Nathan - Riviera Maya, 
Mexico 

 

 

Sandra & Parker - Jamaica 
 

 


